
San Gabriel Unitarian Universalist Fellowship
Georgetown, Texas

Position description:  Half Time Consulting Minister   Anticipated starting date:  2012

About Our Congregation:

This congregation is comprised largely of retired persons, many living in the Sun City retirement community in Georgetown, TX. We have grown to 50+ members, but need another level of organization and energy to move beyond this point. Our group is highly social, we like each other, and are generally well off. There are no black and no Hispanic members. We count several gays and at least one physically handicapped member. 

We have taken on, and succeeded at, several projects in the social justice area. Among these are: food donations to The Caring Place, clothing donations to a project in Bartlett, and a shoe drive for Haiti’s earthquake victims. 

The congregation currently meets in community facilities, most often inside Sun City, because they are convenient, affordable and mostly adequate for our current needs. As a result, the question of a building has been left to future years.  See our website at sangabrieluu.org. 
About Our Area:

The congregation is located in a rapidly growing city of 47,000 in south central Texas that is the seat of a large county. SGUUF is the seventh UU congregation to arise in a traditionally very politically conservative state with a liberal-leaning State capitol area. Historically, the community has had, and still has, a moderate mixed minority population. Approximately 40% of the school system students are eligible for reduced fee lunch. The community is recognized as well run, generous, and forward thinking. It is known as a place for retirees, small business start ups, and Victorian restorations. A major influence is the Sun City retirement community which constitutes a majority of the membership and in which services are currently held. The school system is strong and benefits from a recently passed $40 million bond issue to enlarge and improve facilities. There is also Southwestern University, a small liberal arts college with a well-known fine arts program.

What We Want In A Minister:
The congregation spoke clearly on priorities in selecting a minister in its self-assessment in May.

The highest expectation member have is a commanding presence in the pulpit. Aside from any other quality, members expect a message that will give them perspective and help them live a life of meaning. High quality sermons set in well designed services will motivate members and draw new members to the Fellowship. 

Also ranked highly were religious education for adults and teaching about UU principles and traditions. This was a priority of newer UUs.

